3o4                 THE SEEING OF INDIA

pretend that it never happened, the hostile treachery of some
of the very leaders who now assemble at the round tables.
Unfortunately, these very martial races who can give the
goods, but are deficient in facility, are not those who will
get a fair share of what is going. The country is not organized
so that like Henry III. the ruler can sit fair on his chair of

People and priests and lords and crown.

The chair will tilt horribly and the interests will not be
balanced for many a year yet. The important matter about
such changes as are coming, so far as many of the chapters
of this book are concerned, is what will be the future for
Europeans in India. Lord Willingdon, the strong Governor,
the man who will have no rot or tomfoolery as regards law,
order and treachery, has a very 'Liberal' heart. He believes
that all will be happier and better than ever, that India will
eagerly share her future with the British, that all the chicanery
and dishonesty which so easily come through in many forms
of Indian life will disappear and not matter, and that all
will be well.

Those who are doubtful say, 'Yes, if you and your suc-
cessors have the real power to steady the machine, with
something more civilized than a whiff of grape . . . some-
thing that will enable you to keep the Patels and De Valeras
and their impudences in their place before it comes to push
of pike'.

If that is secured by some clever alteration in the draft
proposals, then with Lord Willingdon we can see a great
future of camaraderie. On the other hand, the forces of mis-
chief and of inefficiency are so strong that they may grow
out of all knowledge and His Excellency be powerless to stop
it. To prevent this, to enable the future to be one of success
and not failure, is the goal to which every Briton should
direct his attention. It is perhaps as well to realize that a
cauldron of 353 million souls seethes and overbalances fairly
easily and gets beyond the power of all the Bang's horses
and all the King's men to put right.